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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
Cunisrornax Pack, Lord Major, 


AND 


The Right VVorſhipfull Aldermen: 
of the famous City of Londan. 


Rieur HowouRaBLs, 


Fu tnſning Sermon was ordered by yow to be 

= printed, it hath ſtuck long in the birth, 28 

eiiie of intervening in i 

) — it come into the world, ads cih Del 

wn here humbly preſented. to you, 4s an expreſſion encipis es con- 
of that 2 and ſervice which 1 acknow- ſtruitur cx am- 

ledge to be due, and ſbal' ever — ready to, bay, The E — — 


matter of it & te diſcover and Anatomize that" ugly and de- —— 
2 ſelfe-ſerkiog, e . 2 — 
ne 8 ef it. There art t 172. Y — 
City Gf and the Ci of the ll; The City: of (*, uf 
God & bags pot balk ve of God, 4 


crealeth, even to the ſeſyes; e 


the Devill, begins rom the love of our Rh: 
even to the harred of God, by the cont of our br 
for he that hateth and contemneth' his br * 
while hate and contemne God. Ir cannes be denied 22 
one made wp of Charity) that there are mam Citi 

City of the Devill. Many Who inftead of lowing « 
contempt of themſelves, i — [ ves, #0. tbe c 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


1 Cor. 8. 5. 


2 Tia. z.. v 


God: Many whe ſeek their owne, and not the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt'-, or which © as bad, if not worſe, who ſech their owne, 
under the hpocriticall gretence of ſeeking the things of Chriſt. 
It is reported of Cnidius 4 great Architectiſt, who building 4 
ſumptuous Watch» Tower for the King of Egypt (to diſcover 
the dangero u rocks by night to by Marriners ) cauſed his o 
name to be engrav'd wpon a ſtone 5» the wall in great letters, 
and afterwards covered it with Lime and Morter, and upon the 
out ſide wrote the name of the King of Egypt in Golden Chars- 
Rers,as pretending th t all was done for his glory and honour: But 
herein was his cunning, he knew that the water in a little time 
world conſume the plaiſtering (as it did) and then his name 
and memory ſhould abide & continue to after Generations. There 
are many ſuch in this Nation, who in their outward diſcourſe 
and carriage, pretend to ſeek onely the glory of God, the good 
of his Church, an the happineſſe of the State. Bat if we 
bad a window to loo into their hearts, we ſhould finde not hi 
there written, but ſelfe · love and ſelfe- ſeeking, Ay care hat 
been in the folloming diſcourſe, to ſet out the e and 2 
wouſneſſe of this ſinne, and how diſtructive it u bath to Church 
— wealth. Beſides what i there ſaid, give we leave 
to adde: 


1. That it i a of the greateſt curſes under Heaven, for 


God to give a man over to his owne hearts luſt, co doe what- 


ſoever ſeems good in his owne eyes, to wake bimfelfe the 


principle, rule, and end of all his ations. Better be given over. 
to the Devill, then to our ſelves. I read of one. given. over to 
Satan for his Salvation, bt never of any given over to him- 
ſelfe, but for his ruine an i deſtruftion. 

2. T bat this. ſinfull ſelfe ſeeking is wot one}j 4 ſinne-that 
wake: the times perillous, b#t our condition damnable. Nu 


the man who i4 guilty of it unavojdably out of Heaven." When be 
hes his Motto may be, 


Here lies a Man-pleaſer, and a ſelfe-pleaſer,but not a God- 
pleaſer, who ſought himſelfe while he lived, and loft himſelſe 
when he died. Who loved himſelfe for a minute, apd hated 
dimſelſe to all ererhicy: : | 


Or- 


Here lies « man who lived in eaſe while he lived, and now 
lives in eaſeleſſe torments: Who by over · pampering his bo- 
dy, deſtroyed his Soule : Who lived undeſired, and un- 

_ , wha lived to bimſelſe, and thereby undid him- 
elfe. 


The Lord preſerve you from this ſiane, and make you true pu fad cm 
Commen-wealth ( not private-wealth) men. It becomes bim, gui mages vir 
(ſaith a wiſe Heathen) who would be a great man to love Lee ef, neqz 
geicher himſelſe, nor any thing that is his, but juſt things, whe. hn, neque 
ther done by himſelfe, or by another. — - = 

1 bave made bold to adde « few lines to that diſcourſe whith I 4 % Ir 
had before you concerning the bleſſed and heavenly ſelf-ſeeking, 40 ten 
wherein Ie, That a ſelſe-denying, ſelfe-examming, ſelſe- 
judging Chriſtian, « the trueſt ſelfe-ſecket. That be rhat pre- 

erres the keeping of « good Conſcience before the keeping of 

+ Eftate, or Life, —_ of Church and State before his own. 
good, « a bleſſed feeker.. He that lover himſelfe and 
not God, lenes net himſelfe, aud be that loves God and not 
bimſelſe, loves himſelfe ; according to that oc, ſaying of 
Awft. Neſcio quo inexplicabili mod), r. know-not — * Neſcis quo in- 
unexpreſſable way, but ſure I am of this truth , That he that explicabili mods 
loves hunfelfe, and not God, loves not himſeife, and he that . e. [o- 
loves God, and not himſelfe, he loves bimſelfe, For he that. , wn { 4. 
cannot live of himſelfe, dies preſently by loving himſelfe; but mu, & uu 
when he is loved from whom, and by whom we live, d not Pawn, nf. 
loving bimſelfe, be loves himſelfe the more, becauſe therefore , Me 
be loves not bimſeife, that be might love him by whom be ——_ 
lives. of — 4. ſe, 
amends ſe; cum ve'd ille dil-giner de quo vivitur, nen ſe diligendo e 
non dg. us cxm diligat de quo vros. Aug de Tat 423 in Joannem. 

The Lord mals jou ſuch ſelſe· ſeekers: Sucks one was Ne- 
hemiah, of whom it „ ſaid, that be ſought not l is dune, but the Neb. 2-10, 
welfare of the people of God; Such an«tber was David, who p 
preferred Jeruſalem before his chiefe joy : Such were Old Plat. 137-6. 


Ely, 


aa The Epiſtle Dedicarory, 


. wad 


ly, Exra, Jeremiah, Daniel, &. Such ought you to be. 

It ia not long ſince you kept a Faſt, ro bumble your ſelves be- 
fore the Lord, in reference to the many ſad, lamentable, and | 
uns{wal Fires kindled 2 Now it ought to be your card 
(as the trie fruit of this Falt) not onely in your perſonall ca pa- 
cities to abſtaine from, but as you are publique Magiſtrates of | 
thi City , to indeavonr ( ſo far as your power will reach) to ſup+ 
preſſe all theſe fins for which God hath threatued this great 
Judgement. This i 4 divine, bleſſed, and moſt heavenly [elf- 
ſecking. God hath threatned to deſtrey a N ation by fire, 

1, For Sabbath breaking, Fer. 17.27. 

2 Fer deſpiſing and miſuſing the godly Miniſtry, 2 Chron. 

6.16.19. 
: 3. For aſſuming the Office of the Miniſtry without a law- ? 
full call. Namd. 16.16,17,18,35. 

4. For worſhipping God after a falſe manner, Lev. 10.1.2; 
5. For breakiog the Brotherly Covenant, Amos. 1. 9, 10. 

6. For pride, Idleneſſe, fulneſſe of bread uacharitableneſſs, 
for giving our ſelves over to Fornication, and going after 
— fleſn which were the ſins of Sodom ( Exch. 16.49. com- 
pared with Jude 7.) and for which God raigned fire and brim- 
Rome from heaven for their deſtruction. - 

The Lord cloath yow with zeale as with « Garment, and i- 
able you to be inſtrumental ts quench the burnings which theſe 
fins have kindled, and io make this famons City a habitation of 
Juſtice, and a Mountaine of holyneſſe, Fer. 31.23. That the 
name of it, from this dey may br, The Lord is there, Cet, 48. 
35. Se prageth | 
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For ch eek their wa nail things ee 
Chriftsa \,. 


olle words may firly be called Pants 
| band complaint, Or black bill of indiftwent dtawn' 
' , ns the Timer in whit he eel 
237 ] ks There areÞ things char make this complain 
very remarkable': | 
1. Becauſe it is fot made of bf Paſſion; Folia, or iny 
private diſcentent ;" but by a holy Man of God, ac be m 
guided by the Holy Glioft : And therefore it is a true, — 
a woſt juſt complaint. 
2. I is not ſpoken of the Heatbem, 3 
Chriſt,” (for it i no wonder for them that knew not-Ohrift; — 
bot to ek the things of Chriſt) nor of e i 
a that had totally forſaken Chriſt, but (ud Talvie a 3 
fins obſerve) of . Brethrew and 'Fellw-laboirverr, of! ſacl 7 AI 
Chriſtians, that were not anely baptized i ears, of oc, Fnterd 
Chrift, but alſo profeſſed-a'\greardeale- df Love on dn ſus 
to Chriſt and hiscauſe, EET — Its 


they ſought their owne, and ber rb EC los tamen its ca · 
An iianatoncly 2 SY . bat pre —— 
ſad and heavy charge. 1 15 4 us fu ad 66 

3. It is not drawn wort 7, bar by ay tema, 


—— 
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The Moniter of finfull 
the Church, even in the Apoſtles dayes, AU men ſenght their 
owne, and net the thin? s of Feſus hriſt. Had theſe words been 
2 AMonctmchrhech grebe Taff add mor ſt rimes, 
gt of che Church,” in which it is crumbled to a chow 
13 — it had beth no wonder; but tbehinrge chem 
upon the Primitive Apoſtolicall times, that in the infancy of 
Chriſtianity, al men ſhould ſerk, their mae, and not the things 
of Chriſt, this makes the complaint not onely very true, and 
nm, butallo very Hr and world: fall. 2 
4. The charge it ſelfe in its owne nature, is higher than 
any other in all Saint Pauli Epiſtles,and (if I be not miſtaken) ' 
I may truly call it, the Sache bil of indiftment, that was 
ever drawne up againſt the pure primitive Apoſtolicall age; 
which that we may the better underſtand, we muſt coplider, - 


1. The heinouſneſle of the'offence. ++ | 
2. The multitude of the perſons offending,” a 
1. The offence is both Affirmative and Negative : 1. Af- 
frmative, All men ſeek their me. Their owne honour and ad- 
vancement ; Not the honaur of Chriſt, but their owne. honour, 
their owne private gaine and advantage; not the profit of Re« 
ligion, but their oxwe profit, their exe delights, pleaſures, and 
recreation; their e eaſe, ſafety and ſecurity, not the ſafe- 
ty of the Gofpel, but their e ſafety; their one wills, buſts, 
and carnal contentments. Not to Chrift and doe bis 
will, but to doe their owne wills, and to pleaſe themſelves. And 
to ſpeak according to the language of our times, Their m. 
private, carnall, and (reature-imereſt.. 
Queſt. Bat why art theſe things called their own ? 
Anſw. Not becauſe they ate ſo properly, for there is no- 
ing truly owrs but our inne. Our healch, wealth, riches 
and urs are not ours, but Gods, Hag. a. 8. The filver 
„ mine, and the gold is mine, &ic. Hoſ. 2. 9. My wood 
aud my flax, &c. We are but Steward: of theſe things, 
and Steward: at the will and pleaſure of the Lord. That is pro- 
perly called aur amn, which we ——— pleaſe, 
and doe with it what we pleaſe, bur we cannot doe ſo with bur 
health, riches and honours, dc. Fer riches have wings and 
fy aws) from , whather we will oc no, and ſo have ——_— | 
a 


ſelfe fecking, Anmamit'd. 


and health, & therefore cannot be ſaid to be our ewn properly, 
neither may we uſe them as we pleaſe, hut according as God 
hath preſcribed, therefore they are called nter mans, and 
not our ewne. Luk 16. 1 2. We our ſelves are not our owne, 
x Cor. 6. 19. Tow are not your ene much leſſe are theſe bodi- 
ly comforts our own; but they are here ſo called, becauſe men 
have a civill title to them, and becauſe in the opinion of the 
world, they are their owne. | 

This is the poſitive and affirmative part of the offence, and 
it is of an high nature. For aChriſtian that believes the immor- 
_ of his Soule, to ſeek his owne bodily promotion and in- 
tereſt, and to negle the profit and comfort of his eternall 
— « — — 2 — _ to things 

venly and everlaſting, to — er things earthly, 

and — this — of the ſuperlative — 

And it will appeare the greater, if we gonſider, 

2. The Negative branch of the offence, Aud net the things 
of Feſwa Chriſt. The things of Jeſus Chriſt are the things of 
— - wor of Chriſt, which are therefore called the things of 

ri . 

t. Becauſe Chriſt is the Hausband of the Charch, and the 
things of the wife are the things of her hun. 

2. Becauſe ¶ hriſt hath parchaſed them for us by his Death 
and Paſſion. 

3. Becauſe of the great love that rift hath to his Church, 
which is ſo great, as that the Churches gutereſ# is his ivteref#, 
and her in aries his injuries, At. 9.4 — 

. They that neglect the things of the Church, neglect the 
things of Chriſt. 

Q. But what are the things of Feſws Chriff ? 

A. In generall, they are nothing elſe but the preſer vamos 
and propagation of the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt. The build» 
ing up of the Church of Chriſt in verity purity, and am 

But more particularly, the thin of it ace, 

1. The pure worfbip of Jeſus Chriſt, the Preaching of the 
Word, and adminiftration of the Sacraments in Chriſts way. 
2. The. precious truth of the Goſpel. 

3. The government of the: Charch: according W 
patterne. B32 4. Ihe 


—The Monſter of ffel 


4. The day of Chriſt. | 
5- The godly Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. 
6. The Reformation of the Church, when corrupted in 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, 

Now then the charꝑe is, That the Chriſtians in the Primi- 
tive times (both Miniſters and others) did ſeek their own 
intereſt, and not the intereſt of Jeſus Chr. , to build their 
own houſes, and not the houſes of God; to ingroſſe 2 
Kingdome to themſelves, and not to propagate Chriſts King. 
dome, 

Q_ Did theſe Primitive Chriſtians net at all ſeek, the things 
of Chrift ? 

A. This word Net is not to be taken poſitively , but 
(2s Calvin faith) comparatively. Wee muſt not ſup- 
poſe that Church. officers and Church. members did abſo. 
Ictely throw away all care of Chriſt, and the Churches of 
Chriſt , but the meaning is, that they did not ſeek the things 
of Chriſt cordially, fincerely, zealouſly, and primarily. They 
ſought them in the leaſt place, and in the laſt place, They 
pretended to ſeek the — of Chriſt, but ſought their own 
things, under colour of ſeeking the things of Chriſt, and 
therefore are ſaid not to ſeek them at all. 

The charge will be yet greater, if we conſider, 

2. The multitude of the perſons offending : The text 
faith, All men. 

Q. Wu there no man in the Apoſtles dayes that ſought the 
good of the Church ef ( brift ? 

A. The word All is not here to be taken collective, 
but diftributively ; not for every one of all ſorts, but for all- 
ſorts ; not for all men properly, but for many, as it is taken 
1 Coy. 10. 23. or for the woll of men, 2s it is 2 Ti 4.16. 
. All men forſake me, &c. that is, moſt men. Thus Calvin, 
I nod omnes dicit, non urgenda eſt particula univerſalus, us- 
vullam exceptionem admit as, erant enim alii 9ueq, qualis E- 
pbrodit u, ſed pauci: trum omnibus tribuit quod paſſin ara 
vulgare. 

I be full meaning then of the text is this, That even in the 
MApiftler: daes, In amrer illo ſeculo, in quo emnts- virtutes 


Telfe-ſtebing, Anatomit'd. 


flornernnt, in that golden age, in which all vertues did flou- 
riſh, there were many, and very many Chureb members and. 
Chvrch- officers that profeſſed outwardly a great deale of love 
to. Chriſt & his Church, and yet notwithſtanding ſought their 
owne eaſe, quiet, honour, and profit, more than the pre- 
ſervation and propagation of the Kiagdome of Chriſt , 

their owne private gaine and intereſt before; and more than 

the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, 

The words thus expounded, are a perfe& repreſentation of. 
the times in which we now live, Methinks I can hardly ſee a 
man in place and power, but | can ſee it written upon his. 
forehead in great ( haratters, this man ſeeks bimſelfe and not 
the things of Jeſus Chriſt, If I had. a window to look into the 
hearts of all here preſent, I feare me I ſhould finde many /elfe- 
ſeekers, but few Ch-iſt-ſeekers, ſo that this text may fitly be. 
called, England; looking-glaſſe: wherein we may behold, 

I. The great ſinne f gland, I may truly ſay the ſinne, 
that is the Father aud Mother of all her other ſinnes, the 
Metropolis of all inne, and that is, Hey ſeeking her owne things, 
and not the things of leſus Chriſt. 

2. The gent and chiefe cauſe of all the miſeries and cala- 
mities that have hapned to this nation. The Source and Ori- 
ginall of all our unhappineſſe, Becauſe all men ſeek themſelves, 
ard no man the things of Chriſt. 

3. The onely way and remedy to be freed from all our mi- 
ſeries and afflictions, and that is, by walking quite contrary 
tothe text. By ſeeking the rhings of Ieſus Chriſt, before our 
owne things, and more then our owne things, and by ſeeking 
them heartily, throughly, zealoully and ſincerely, this is the 
only balme to cure England: ſoars, the onely England. pre- 

ſerving mercy. For theſe three ends and purpoſes, 1 have 
choſen this text , The Doctrine I ſhall inſiſt upon is, 

DoR. That among ſt the multitude of C hriſtiant, who profeſſe 
leve to Chriſt und hu Church, there are many ſelſe-ſeekgrs, but 
few Chriſt-ſeekere. Or thus, 

That it is an antient, common, grievous and hidden iniquity, 
for a Chriſtian —— love to Chriſt, to be a ſelſe. 
and nat 5 ſesker. 1 
B. 3 4 1. Its 


The Monſter of finfall 


1. It is an ed and antiext ſine, us old as the Primitive times. 
A ſinne of 1600. years ſtanding. | 

2. It is a generall and Land overfpreading ſinne. A ſin that 
hath ſeized upon men of all ſorts, upon Miniſters, Magiſtrates, 
Maſters and Parents. An Epidemicall diſeaſe. 

3. It is a great and grievous ſinne, a Soule-deftroying, a 
Church and State. deſtroying ſinne. 

4. Itis a ſecret and hidden finne, a ſinne that moſt are guilty 
of, and yet few will confeſſe their guiltineſſe. There is no ſin 
hath more Fig-leaves to hide it, more excuſes to extenuate it, 
more cloaks to cover it, than this ſinne. 

That I may the better caſe and unclaath this great tranſ- 
greſſion, I ſhall briefly anſwer to theſe 4. queſtions, 

Qu. 1. Whether all ſelfe-ſeeking; be diametrically oppoſite to 
Chriſt ſeeking ? 

Ou. z. What # that ſelfe ſeeking, which is inconſiſtent with 
( Vriſt- ſe. king? 

Qu. 3. What # the reaſon that among ſuch a multitude of 
Chriſtians, there ſoculd be ſo many ſelfe-ſeekers, and ſo few 
Chbriſt-ſeckers ? 

Qu.4 Wherein the grievonſneſſe , and miſchievonſneſſe of 
this ſunne conſiſteth ? 

Qu.1. Whether all ſelfe- ſtebing be contradictory to (briſt- 
ſeebing ? Whether a man may not be a Chriſt-ſether, and yet 4 
ſelfe⸗ 2 ? 

An For anſwer to this you muſt know, that it is not ſimply 
and abſolutely unlawfull for a man to ſeek himſelfe, no more 
than it is to love himſelfe. Religion doth not deſtroy naturall 
affections, but onely regulates them, and ſantifiech them; 
Gratia non extinguit ſed erdinat affettiones, ſaith Aquinas, Now 
tollst ſed attollit natuwram, Grace doth not deftroy, t elevate 
nature, It doth not dry up the ſtream of ſelfe-ſerkjng, but 
onely turnes it into the right channell. Religion doth not 
plack up, but weed the garden of Nature. As Muſitian: 
when their inſtruments are out of tune, will not break but 
tune them. So Religion doth not abolifſs, but onely tune and 
order our ſelfe-ſerhinz. 

Therefore you ſhall finde in Scripture, that there are many 
argument: 


ſelfe-ſecking, Aa T 


arguments drawne from ſelfe- love, and ſelſe ſertbing, to per- 
— us to holineſſe, and diſſwade us from 2 
Lev. 26. Dent. 3 3.46, 47. 1/. 1.19. Row. 2. 7, 3. Rom. 8.13. 
Gal.6.8, The Scripture gives us leave to love our ſelves, and 
to ſeek our ſelves, ſo it be in a right manner. Afoſes did not ſin 
in having an eye to the recompence of reward. Nor did the Mar- 
tyrs who could not accept deliverance, that they might ob- 
taine 4 better reſwrreftion, Heb. 11. 35. who received joyfully 
the ſpoiling of their goods, knowing in themſelves that they had 
in Heaven a better, and an enduring ſubſtance, Heb. 10. 34. It 
is ſaid, even of Chriſt himſelfe, That for the joy that was [et 
Fefore him, he indured the croſſe, and deffiſed the ſhame, &c. 
Heb.12.2. There is a great difference between amor mercena 
rius, and amor merceds, Mercenary love, and the love of the 
reward. Mercenary love is, when we ſerve God onely for reward: 
This is ſinfull, but to make the hope of reward ove motive of 
ſervice,is not only [awfs/,but neceſſary. For it is our duty to uſe 
all Gods Motives, as well as all Gods Ordinances, and as it is 
a ſinne for any man to ſay, that he hath no need of Goſpel- 
Ordinances, ſo alſo to ſay that he hath no need of Goſpel- 
motives, amongſt which, this is one of the chiefeſt. 
Know therefore that there is a threefold ſelfe-ſeeking. 
I; There is a lawfull and an allowed ſelfe- ſeeking. 
2, There is not onely a lawfull, but a heavenly and bleſſed 
ſelfe-ſeeking. 
3. There is 2 ſinſull, curſed, and Diabolicall ſelfe-ſeek. 


1 There is a lanfall ſelfe-ſerking, and that is, when a 
Chriſtian ſeeks his owne private gaine and honour in the af 
place, and in the Jef place, when he ſeeks the things of Chriſt, 
in the fi-f and cheefr place, and bis owne things leſſer, and af- 
ter the things of Chriſt, when he ſeeks his one things, not 
in ſeparation from, oppoſition to, competition with, but in ſub- 
ordination to the things of Chriſt. In a word, when a Chriſti- 
an ſeeks his own things in due order and meaſurr, ſo as not to 
hinder, but to further his ſeeking the things of Chriſt, this is a 
lawfall ſelfe-ſeeking. 

2. There is not onely a awful, but a moſt Divine Ange- 
licall: 


” 
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licall, heavenly, and bleſſed ſelfe-ſecking. Here I ſhall hold 
forth this Scripture Paradox, That no man can be truly [aid to 
ſeek himſelfe, that deth not ſeek the things of Chriſt. That the 
more we ſeck the things of Chriſt} the more we ſeek our ſelves. 
That be that ſeeks not the things of Chriſt, doth not ſeek himſelſe, 
but deſtroy himſelfe.That « Chriſt-ſccker, and a true ſelf ſecker 
are termes convertible. 

Qu. what is this beavenly and bleſſed ſelfe- ſeeking ? 

Asſ. To underſtand this aright, is a point of great concern- 
ment. For the more we know of this Devine ſelfe. ſeeking, 
the more we will ſhun and abhor the ff /elf-ſeeking. 
Give me leave to deliver what I have to ſay about it, in theſe 
enſuing Propoſitions, which 1 doe not name as ſeveral diſtinct 
beads, but as divers inſtances of a divine and ſublimated ſelfe- 
ſeeking, (amounting molt of them, to one and the ſame pur« 

ſe.) : 

The man Who ſeeks the good of his Soule, more than the goed 
of his body, ſeeks himſelfe — 4 Divine manner, The Body 
of Man is the worſt halfe of Man, viliſima pars hominis, The 
ſhell, the boxe, the carcaſſe of Man. Intus eft, quod home eſt, 
The Soule of Man is the Man of Man. Animm nninſcnjuſque 
i eſt quiſque. And therefore he that ſeeks to get his Soule 
beantiged with grace, to be made Chriſt: piftare, and a reall 
member of his body, this Man, and this Man onely, ſeeks him- 
ſelfe. He that ſeeks the good of his body, to the hurt of his 
Soule,doth not ſeek: himſelf, but the deſtrutti · u both of Body 
and Soule. That Man that makes ſuch a fire, as to burne 
himſelf and his houſe, doth not ſeek the good of bimſelfe nor 
his houſe. That Merchant that ſo over- loads his Ship, as to 
drowne it, and himſelfe, doth not ſeek his owne good. Even 
ſo that Man that over-pampers his Body, that laboureth c#r- 
re cutem, mag is quam animam, to ſtuffe his body with dainty 
food, to cloath his body with fine apparell, and in the mean 
time to neglect his moſt pretious Soule, this Man doth not 
ſeek himſelfe, but ruine himſelfe. For the happineſſe of the 
Body, depends upon the happineſſe of the Soule. If the Soul 
goe to Hell at death, the Body at the great reſurrection will 
goe thither alſo: And therefore he that beates downe his 
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body, and brings it into ſubjection, and labouts to make it a 
fit ſervant to his ſoule, that endures hardſhip with his body, as 
a god ſanldirr of geſas Chriſt, that weares and tires out tus bo- 
dy in the ſerviceef God; that works with his had for the 
4 ol his ſoule this is the true, heavenly, and bleſſed Te\fo<! 

ce er. . , * , , —— ' 9 1. % 
That man whe ſeeks his eternall good moe than bis temporal 
who ſeeks not owely to make himſel't happy for forty or fifty years, 
but for ever and ever z Thus man ſeeks himſelſe after 4 divine" 
manner, For what will it profit a man to be happy for-a few! 
years in this life, and to be miſerable ſor ever in hell hereafrery: 
How quickly will a man in hell forget the happineſſe he hit 
bere? He that makes proviſion to live pleaſurably and comfot- - 
tably while he lives, but makes no proviſion to live happily: 
when he dyes, this man may ſeeme to ive bimſelfe for x . 
unte, but ſure I am he bates bimſelfe18 ad eternity. He that. 
layerh up treaſure for bimſelſe upon earth, but none in bea- 
ven, may be acco'inted rich in this world , which will quickly 
end, but he will be poore world without end. Such 4 ſelſe- 
hater was Dives Lac. 1 wr we rich foole, — — 
are 4 bey that lay gr re ſer themſelves, lu are: wot je. 
tawards Ged, Luc, 12.21. He is a dine ſelfe-ſeckerywhodd4 
bours to live holily here, that he may live habit herenſter; 
. live graciouſly here, that he may inherit ter nal glory here 
after. ol ba: r 3229 p01 
He that denyeth by finfull ſelfe meſt. ſecheth him 
He that hates bimſelfe as carrupted by Ad ſetierth 
the utter ruine and extirpatiom of the old Am ithin ich, 


this man doth truly love bicſelf, This is divine ſelf ſeeking, to | 


kill thy (ins; that thy ſins may not kill thy ſoule. As Zippare 
by circumciſing her child, ſaved. the liſe af her uubaad : S0 
the way to ſave thy — is to circuit and pate of 
Gaye anal}, of rflwity of hang brineſſe, N . am 
his is the meaning of — . ſaith; At J 
45 offend thee, placł it ant, and caſt is from ober, 
er it ij profitable for thee that one of thy membrr; ſhanld: priviffs, 
and vor thet thy while body howld be af inve bub, And. if Fig 
right band offend ther, cor. hd and $f it fs, fer . 
: C pro- 
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profitable, &c The more thou hateſt — — and pleaſura · 
ble ſins, the more thou loveſt thy ſelf, As a man in a Y fie, 
the more be denieth himſelf drink the more be ſeeke: himſelf , 
becauſe the leſſe he &rin=keth the more he ds h his diſeaſe. 
Even ſo the more thou dewieſt thy corrupt ſelf, the more thou 
ſeebeſt thy ſelf, becauſe the more thoudenieft thy corrupt ſelf the 
more thou deſtreyeſt thy ſpirit nail diſeaſer,the more thou ruina- 
reſt the Devils faction within thee, & weakenſt the oppoſition of 
the Fleſh againſt the Spirit. He that loves his fins, hates his own 
ſoul,Pro.8.36.Gal.6 B. he that ſowerh ſin, ſhall reap hell he that 
makes proviſion for the fleſh, provides fuel for bel fire. Ne that nou- 
riſheth the old Adam within him, cheriſheth that which taint- 
eth and polluteth all his holy duties, which indiſpoſeth him to 
all good, and diſpoſeth bim to all evill, be cheriſherh his Souls 
teſt enemy, 1 Pez. 2, 11. be delights in that, which-was 
Pauli greateſt miſery, and which made him cry out O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who ſpall deliver me from the body of this 
death, Rom. 7. 24. therefore I may truly ſay, he that is the 
greateſt /elfe-denjer, is the greateſt ſelfe. ſeeber. 

He that ſteky to doe moſt. ſervice ts God in hug generation, that 
ſeeks his own glory, by ſeeking Gods glory, ts A Divine ſelf- ſeeker: 
The reaſon is, becauſe the + evans 4 every thing conſifteth, in 
attaining the end for which it was . As the ion of 
meat is to be eaten, he that hoards it up and will not eate it, 
deſtroyes it. The end for which God made Man is to ſerve 
bim, to glorifie him here, and enjoy him hereafter. There- 
fore the more ſervice we doe to God, the more we feek his 
glory; the more we attaine the end of our creation, and 

therein we are the more happy. He that loves —_— for 
himſelfe, aud for bus owne end), deftroyes himſelfe, becauſe rhe 
end for which God made us,is to ſerve him,and not our ſelves, 
When all the ftreames of ſelſe · love flow into the great Ocean 
of the love of God; this is Divine felfe-loye. that men 
would thus labour to love themſelves, and ſeek themfelves, 
to look upon themſelves as ſeryants and inſtruments unto God 
and his , to ſay, Lord, bow may 1 advance my ſelfe, by 
av, thy name .! how may I gloriſie my ſelfe, by ylorityi 
ies How may 7 ſeeks my ſolfey: by ſerking thy praiſe; — 
* 
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The lefſe we ſetk,our (elves and aur eme ends in any boly duty, 
the more we ſec k our ſelve: becauſe the — flees 
the more we ſeek God and bis glory, and the more we ſeek 
—_— bis glory,the more reward we ſhall-have." Thr lefſe we 
2 — — we the the more reward G have; 
fore the Papiſtswho teach men to doe good works 

that thereby they might merit heaven, (fu their Do- 
Qrine to be true) loſe all the reward of their worke. He 
that ſerves God to merit by his ſervice, canme merit by his ſen- 
vice ; the more be eyes merit; the leſe bo meviteth"; He that 
fare God for essen doth not ſerve God bor M- 
ſelfe dur he chat ſerves God for Gods ſake, ſhail be rewarded 
by God. The leſſe we eye our ſelves in any duty, the-more 
reward we ſhall have, and thereſote the „en we Thak: + our 
ſelves. 9. belt. 
That mas who ſeeks the glory and: henony of "Gui; eb bis 
owne glerg and bonour, 4 4 Divine ſelfe ſerker.” Thee tenſon n, 
2 hbappineſſe of Man i more —— 
— of a member of os is 'in 


with the body, (take it from the J 80 600 
neſſe of Man is in conjwnition with G e haſh Fr 
bo is an ela good, therefore he chat "ſeeks wiron 


God moſt, ſreks biafeife moſt. As the —— 
morein the Ss then in it /e/fe, and of the ſtreame in the 
Fountaine, then in it ſelſe. So the , comfort and happi- 
— — is mote in chen in bimſelf, cheve- 
fore he that the glory and honour of God, move. hin 


his owne glory and honour; ia heavenly cd velle- 
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The Menſter of ſinful 
ger to have his head cut off. will willingly (even out of ſelſe- 
love) lift up his arme and ſuffer it to be cut off to ſave his 
head, becauſe his life is more in his head than in bis arme: Our 
ſafety is more wrapt up in the pub ligar welfare, than in our 
vate, and therefore they who prefetre the publique, before 
the private, are the trweſt [elfe-ſeckerr. Thus did 61d Ely, he 
mourned more for the loſſe of the Arke, than of his two Sons. 
Thus alſo did David, Pſa 137.6. He preferred Jeruſalem above 

bus thiefe joy, In a Rorme at Sea, be that ſeeks the preſerrati- 
on of the Ship, ſeeks moſt the-freſervation df his own Trunk, 
for if theShip be drowned;his Trunk cannot be ſaved. The truth 
is, if the Church and the true Religion be deſtroyed; to what 
purpoſe is it for a godly man to live? I read of Tita Veſpa 
ian, chat when the Souldiers had deſtroyed the Templeof fe- 
raſalem, they came to him and gsked.bim,, what they ſhould 
doe with the Priefts that did ſupervive? Kal them ( ſaid be) 
for now their worte is at an end, When Religion is deftroyed, 
what will it advantage a godly man ta live? therefore they 
that ſeek the ot the Church, morethan their owne, are 
bleſſed ſelſe · ſeekers. x 
Proj 8.” * Tha max:who had rat her loſe wife, children, eſtate and life 
A elfe. than ſinne againſt, God, i 4. Divine ſelſe. ſecher: The 
reaſon is, becauſe-his happineſſe is more in keeping a good Conſci- 
exce, than in kerping bus Eſtate or ſaving bis Life. The holy 
Martyrs who leved not their dives ante the death, were the grea- 
teft ſelfe:ſeekgrss It in a moſt bleſſed ſelſe· ſeeking, to ſuffer the 
fire of Mart yrdime, to avoid the fire of Hel loſe cat 
promotions, to attain everlaſting honours: And therefore Chri 
argueth from ſelſe· love, Mat. 16.25. Wboſoever will ſave his 
life ſhall loſe it, and whoſoever will loſt bu life for wy ſake ſhall 
; _ alſp Ark. 10. a9, 30. the antient Martyrs did the 
hke, Heb, 10,34, Hab:1:1-35: He that laſeth Alf Ci, foall 


Felt wine'thanche herb off i Cl... 

# From ai that I have ſaid — — this bleſſed ſelie · ſerk⸗- 

ing, I gather theſe three concluſions': . 4 ba 
n That op Mag isa true ſelfe ſec her: who. is not a, true 
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to the rules of it is founded. upon Right reaſen, and that no 
man cas be truely ſaid to be a rational! man, who is not a Re- 

£5948 man ;, for the more Religious any man is, the more he, 
ſeeks himſelfe and his owne happineſle ; the more irreligjons 
he is, the more he r»mneteth and deſtroyeth = 

3. That whoſoever would love himſel e, and ſeek himſelſe 
aright, muſt labour to ſeek the things of Jetus Chriſt. Oh that 
I could perſwade you to this bleſſed Selfe-ſeeking,to ſeek your 
owne gaine and honour, in ſeeking the honour of God, and 
good of Church and State. : 

Hut no in the third place, beſides this lawfull, and this 
heavenly, and bleſſed ſelfe n—_ there isa ſinfull, curſed, 
and deviliſh ſelſe ſeeting, a (e\fe-ſeeking which is complained 
on ia the Fext,incon/iſtent and incompoſſible, with a true Chriſt- 
ſeeking, whieh is the root of all the miſeries that have bapned 
to this Nation. The great Church and State, and Soul-de- 
ſtroyer. This leads me to the ſecond queſtion. | 

Queſt.2. What « that ſelfe-ſerking, which is inconſiſtent with 
Che iſt ſeeking ? | 

Anſw. It is a ſpirituall Monſter with (ix heads. | 

1: When a Chriſtian ſeeks bis owne things dividedly from 
the things of Chriſt, when he ſeeks bis one eaſe, ſafety and 
intereſt, and cares not at all what becomes of eſus Chr iſt, and 
his cauſe, when he ſets up himſelſe, and makes himſelſe the 

Principle, rule, and; end of all his underts kings, acting from i 
-a3 8 pringgle, byſe/fe a3 a rule, for f ad an end. When. 
whatſpever he doth for his carnall ſelfe, ſerves. himſelfe in 
Committees, Army, Parliament, Miniſtry, and cares not what 
becomes of Religion and Reformation; This is the firft head 
of tus Monſter ; ſuch g felſeuſte ker was, Gallis the. Deputy, 
Act. 18.49. who gared not · hat became of Religion. 1f it 
had bees a matter of wrong be wonld have heard it, becauſe 
it was a mattet of Religion, he cared for none of thoſe things. 
Such ſelſe ſcekeri were the people of M.rer and therefore the 
Hroglites were commanded to curſe them, Judges . 2. 
e den a Chriitian ſee ks ln owne things, ang the, things 
A ein b ſeeks de ee amecedeyrly, to the - 
34 , 3, (11 ings + 
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things of Chriſt. When he firſt ſeeks his owne things, and af- 
terwards the things of Chriſt ; of this the Prophet Hagges 
complanes, Hag. 1.2, 3,4, 5.9, 10, 11. The people ſaid, It war 
not time to build Gods howſe, but it Was time to build their om 
houſes. Therefore the Heavens over them were as braſſe, and 
the Earth withheld her fruit. 

3. When a man ſeeks his owne things, and the things of 
Chriſt alſo, but ſeeks his own things, chiefly and principally, 
not onely before, but more then the things of Chrift,and thar 
both in his value and eſteem, and in his love and affeRion. 
When a man priseth his owne profit and preferment, and 
loveth his owne praiſe and glory more than the profit, praiſe 
and honour of Chriſt and his Goſpel. Such were the Gade» 
rent, who preferred their Hogges before Chriſt. Such were 
the Merchants and Farmers, Mat. 21. 3. who made light of 
the call of Chriſt, and preferred their Farmes and Merchan- 
dizing before Chriſt and his Goſpel. Such was Demas, who 
forſook Pax and embraced the preſent world, and ſuch were 
the Phariſees, John 12.43. ho lived the praiſe of Men, more 
than the praiſe of God. 

4. When a Chriſtian ſeeks his ewne things in ſeeking the 
things of Chrift, when he pretend: to ſeek the things of Chriſt, 
and yet intends no ſuch thing, but ſeeks himſelfe even under 
colour of ſeeking the things of Chriſt. Such a one was Febw, 
who pretended a great deale of zeale for the Lord of Hosftt. 

Come (ſaid he to fonadab) and behold my zeale, &. but he 
did but pretend a zeale for God, his zeal us to purebaſethe 
Kingdome to bimſelfe. Such a one was Ba/aam, who 
ded that if he had a houſe full of Gold and Silver offered him, 
he would not goe beyond the Commandement of God, 
and yet notwithſtanding he did but counterfeit, for he loved 
the wages of iniquity, and was mad after the preferments that 
Balac proffered him. Such another was Demetrius the Silver- 
Smith, who prerended a zeal to the great Goddeſſe Diana, and 
therefore cauſed an uproare againſt Pas to defend the 
deſſe, but it was the gaine he got by making Shrines for Di- 
ana, that was the iple that ſer him on worke, be pre- 
tended Diana, but i himſelſe, he hid dolww is idelo, ns 
one ſaith. 5. When 
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5. When 4 man ſeeks his one things, when they ſtand in 
competition withand in oppoſition tothe things of Chriſt, when- 
things come to ſo narrow a bridge, that either he muſt part 
with Eftate, Liberty, and Life, or with Chrit and a 
Conſcience : If he chooſeth to part with Chriſt and a good 
Conſcience, rather than with bis Liberty, Eftate or Life, this is 
a wicked ſelf. ſeeker. Such a one was the young mas in the Go- 
ſpel,who forſookCbriſt,racher than he would part with his greas- 
poſſeſſionr. Such was Spyra,who l.tmſelf tels the tory ; that he 
placed wie, ¶ hildren, Liberty, Eſtate and Life, in one part of 
the ballance, And God, ( briſt. the Goſpel, and 4 goed Conſcience 
in the other, and forſook the laſt to preſerve the firſ. 

6. The laft head of this Monſter is, when a Chriſtian ſeeks 
the good of his Body, to the prejudice of his Saule, when he 
beſtoweth all his time, all his ſtrength, and all bis cares and 
indeavours , in providing for his periſhing carcaſſe, and neg- 
lects to provide for bis eternall Sone, when he layeth up all 
his treaſure upon earth, but hath no treaſure layed up in Hea- 
ven, when he is arxio»ſly ſolicitous for his comfortable living 
in this world, but ftrangely neglefFfull, to take care for his - 
tappy living in the other wortd, this is a ſinfull, curſed, . and 
deviliſh felf- ſeeking. So much in anſwer to the ſecond que- 
ſtion. 

The third queſtion is, How i it poſſible that there ſhould be - 
fo many men who e themſelves tobe Chriſtans and (in 
words at leaft) profeſs love te Chriſt and his intoreſt, aud yer 
not withſtanding boni ſeek their owne intereſt before, aud more - 
than the intrreſt of Chriſf ? 

Anſw. This Foule- deſtreying and ("arch deſtroying ſelſe- 
feeking proceedeth from fix ſinful and curſed roots, 

t. From want of tr#e and wnſrigned love to peſus Chriſt and 
hi intereft. Love is a moſt powerfull affection, the Matter- 
wheel that carrieth the whole Soul after it. mr meu bond 
we, ſaith Aug. e feror quecung;feror. As the primis mobile in the 
heavens carrieth all the other Spheres about with it, ſo Love 
carrieth the whole man with it. Love « as ſtrong 4s death,many 
water i cannot quench love eit her can the floud drown it. If a mas 
wund give all the ſubſtance of bus homſe for love, it would be = . 

| temned, 


— 
— 
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temned Cant. 8.6, 7. If we did love the Lord Jeſus and his 
Goſpel, in good earneſt, we would rather part with Liber. 
ty, Eſtate, Life, and all our own things, than loſe the things of 
Chriſt as the bleſſed Martyrs did. But becauſe there are few. 
men that love Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, hence it is that moſt 
men ſeek their owne things, and not the things of Chriſt, 

2 This proceedeth from that curſed ſel e love, which is in 
all men by nature. Of this you ſhall read, 2 Tim 3.2,3,4,5. 
where ſelſe love is placed in the fore-front as the cauſe and 
rot of all the other fins there named. Selſe- love is like a 
great tree, and eighteen ſins as eighteen branches ſprouting 
out from this root, becauſe men are levers of themſelves, 
therefore they are covetow, proud, unthankſull, unholy, lovers 
of ple«ſures more than lovers of God, &c. From this ſinfull ſelf · 
love proceeds this ſinfull ſelf-ſeeking. As the love of Chriſt is 
the root of Chriſt-ſeeking, ſo the love of our ſelves is the root 
of ſinful! ſelf ſeeking. 

3.From that 5mmoderate and 5nordinate worldly love which is 
in all men by Nature: for (as a Martyr well ſaid at the ſtake) 
if we ſhould unrip and a izea wicked man, we ſhould 
finde nothing in him bus e, and worldly love : by Na- 
ture we love the Creat than the (eater, pleaſures 
more than God, and the praiſe of Men, more than the praiſe of 
Ged. By nature we love our own gain,and our own falle „and 
eaſe, more than the things of Chriſt, and therefore it is that 
we ſeek our own things, and not the things of Chriſt, : 

4. From that hypecriſie, infincerity, and rottenneſſe of heart 
which is in all men by nature, hence it is that men pretendJeſus 
Chrift, but intend their own private intereſt, becauſe of the 
hypocriſie and falſeneſſe of their hearts. Thus the Phariſees, 
who were Hypocrites, under pretence made long prayers that 
they might devour widdows houſes, Mat.23. 14. Thus Hered 
pretends to worſhip Chriſt, when his intendment was to 
bim, Mat 2.8. Thus 7eſebel proclaimeth a Faſt, and pretends 
Religion, but intends onely to put Naboth to death, and to get 
his Vineyard. Thus 4b/clews covers over his Rebellion with 
the faire cloak of Religion, 2 Sam. 15. 7. There are two things 
that are in all men by nature: | 

1. To make a ſew of Religion, N 


1 ſelf ſeeking, Au, A. 


2. To cover over all manner of wickedneſs under the ſhew 
of Religion; Ungodlineſſe is ſo odious, that if it ſhould ap- 
peare in its own colours, all men would abhorre it; and 
therefore as the Devill never ſheweth himfelf but under ſome 
handſome form, ſometimes under Seamarls. mantle, ſometimes 
transformed into an Angel of light; ſo doth ſin and iniquity 
alwaies appeare under the form of godlineſſe. The Apoſtle 
tells 2 Tim.3.5. that in the laſt times there ſhould be men, who 
ſbould be lovers of themſelves, treacherous, heady, bigh- minded, 
without natural affeftion , &c. having a form of godlineſſe , 
which ' laſt words are to be underſtood d 4, as re- 
lating to all the former ſins. They (ſhould be Covenant rea- 
hers, having a form of godlineſſe, covetous, falſe accuſcrs, bla. 
ſphemous ſelf-lovers, having a form of godlinefſe. They ſhould: 
(through the Hypociſie that is in them) cover all their fins 
under the vizard of a form of godlineſle. x 

5. This ſinſull ſelf-ſeeking ariſeth from that Spiritual igno- 
rance and blindueſſe which is in all men by nature. Ihere is no 
wicked man rightly underſtands what it is to ſeek himſelf : for 
he thinks, that if he ſeeks to ſatisfie his corrupt ſelf, be ſexks 
tumſelf; if he ſeeks che good of his body! with the neglect of 
his ſoule, be ſeeks himſelf. He thinks that if he ſecks his own 
eaſe, gain, ſafety, and preferment, without looking after the 
things of Chrift, that he ſeeks himſelf. Thus did the rich Fool, 
Lake 12. who built his barnes bigger, and-daud, ſob lr take by 4 
eaſe, &c. he ſuppoſed that he ſought his own ha ppineſſe in ſo i 
doing: and ſo did the rich Glats, bel be elonthed: binsſe/fe 
in purple, and fared deliciouſly ever day, &c. But now did a 
wicked man convincingly. underſtand, that this {e/f-ſeehing is 
ſelf-hating, and ſelf- deft roying : That the rich Olutton by 
pampering his body, damned his ſoule : that the rich Fool; by 
laying up goods for a few geerer, loſt his ſdue co all ecernicy - 
That he that deniet h himſelf waſt, [eek hum alf nah © He char 
ſerves fed beſt ſeeks bimſelf moſt: Nle that ſeeks the-glory of God 
before his ow glory, and the yood of Church au Sin more 
than bis ews good, ſeeks bimſelf moſt.: that he that loſeth his 
life for Chriſt, ſball finde a betcerulifeigiChriſt Dubbe Ah 
convincingly believe Ibis, 3 not W — 
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Therefore this ſinfull ſelf-ſeeking proceedeth from chat Ipici- 
tuall ignorance and blindneſſe chat is in all by Na- 


tare, 

6. Laſtly, it ſprings from that Firitnall ſelf- deceit and /oul- 
deluſion that is in all men by nature : Every man by nature, is 
( Narciſſm like) in love with himſelf, blinde in bis own cauſe, 
and apt to think that he ſeeks the things of Chriſt, when he 
doth not, and that he doth not ſeek his own things in oppoſors- 
on to, competition with, or compariſon of the things of 
Chriſt, even as the Philoſopher, who could not be perſ, waded, 
but that ſnow was black, or the mad Athenian, hat all the 
ſhips that came to Athens were his. So there are multitudes of 
Chriſtians, who fancy to themſelves, that they do ſeck the 
things of Chriſt, when it is apparent to others that they doe 
not: and by this ſelf deceit couzen themſelves into Hell. Thus 
you ſee the curſed roots from whence this ſinſull ſelf-feeking 

roceeds. 
l The fourth and laſt queſtion is, wherein the grit vonſoeſſe 
and miſchievouſneſſe of this ſinfull ſeife-ſeeking conſi- 
ſteth ? 5 

Anſw. It is ſin of the ſrſt magnritzd3s. Though it be an 
inward inviſible ſin, and therefore not ſo infamous and ſcan- 
dalous to the eyes of men, as ſome other ſinnes are, yet 
itis very odious and abominable in the fight of God. 
Though it be aninorss infamie, yet it is majors. culpa. 
For . 

1. it is a ſim againſt the exprefie words of the Scripture. The 
Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cori. 10. 24. Let no man ſerk hid om, but - 
every man ancthers wealth. The finfult /elfe-ſerker lvies 
— to this Text, he ſeeks his own, and not anothers 


2. Itis a ſin ax «inf? the /ight of naryre Nature it ſelf teacherh 
us, that ho man is for himſelf, but forthe good of the 
GCommon-wealth, in whichhe lives. The very Heathen; abo- 
minate a ſelf. ſeeker. p | 
3+ It it a ſin againſt the pattern that Cbriſſ hath left us: For 
be carte into the world. not n dur h own will, bat the will 
bim.thet ſent bir; he pleaſed nov birſelf, Rom. 1 5,2. he — 


ſalfe. ſenting, Anunieni7'd. 
himſelf of no reputation, be humbled himſalf, and 
ent, — to the death of the Croſſe : He 22 himſelf © far, 
as to be made fi for us, who knew no ſin, that we wight be mad, 
the righteouſneſſe of God in him. Now it ia certa Maxime, 
T hat he who doth nat — the example of Chriſt; life ſpall never 
have any beneßt by the merit of bu death: Chriſt is merit was 
only to thoſe to whom he is exemplun. 

4- It is a ſin againſt the rey law of Charity. Charity is a 
moſt noble grace, the very queen of all-graces, it is as ea · 
yy as it is excellent FOrthewgh we beſtow all we have tafery the 
poore, thou h we give our hodiel to be. burnt, yet of we have uet 
Charity, it pr fiteth us nothing. But now a (clf-ſecker is made 
up all of uncharitableneſle. 

. He hach no love unto Jeſus Chrift Be his intereſt;and there 
is a double curſe pronounced ogranſt: —— — no the 
Lord Jeſus, 1 Cor. 16. 242 05 

2. He hath no love to hu Neighbour, but for hi owne endo; 
it is amor concupiſcentiaæ vel amic it ia, it is not love, buc mer. 
chandize. * 

3 He hath no love to Church nor S Al his love cen 
ters in himſelf: He is wholly compdandei of: ſelf love, 'and 
creatare love, which is a compoſeiantGad hates ' 

5. It is a Sin chat makes all our lh | duties aþowinab/e in the 
fight of God. Though the actions ue doe be never ſo holy, yet 
if'we do them upon politique deſignes; if neaim at our 2 
in what we do, the — — us and all we = 
in the Phariſces, who in:thrir Almes, Prayess » and Faſtiogs, 
did all to be ſeen ot men, and therefore God abhorred.all all they 
did. Sell aimes pollute and putrifienll holy addons. 

6. It 15 a fin of horrible Hypocriſie: for it — 2 
Religion asa Zaddey do clime up to 
cCuſting the ladder awax ibi . Gal 1s 4 _— 
our ambitions and covetous intereſt — — 
abhorſed. I bis is #ts Dee at [nam wr webiſeneripþs, hath 
no little tranſgreſſion. | re- 


7 lt is [dolatry in the eee eee 


fhippingot {elf ; i 
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became bad 


mne. 


e ner of foul » as 


make an Idoll of our ſelves; and to uſurp the throne of God. 
It is Idolatry againſt the firſt Commandement, which is grea- 
ter than Idolatry againſt the ſecond, by how much the heart is 
better than the ne. 8 

8. It is a fin that is the fruit of ſtx curſed roots ſ as you have 
already heard) and the root of many curſed fruits: It is A- 
trorolis omnium v tiorum, a (in, and the cauſe of all ſin, the 
Plague: ſore of Church and State, the great Chure HE de vouriag. 
and Stut6 deſtroying. fin To givr ſome few inſtances. 
What s the reaton that the Grvernment of the Church, ſs 
happily begun, is now eb/Frufted, and almoſt quite broken in 
pieces? ls it not becauſe all men ſeek their one, and no men 
the things of Chriſt ? 

What is the reaſor.that the how'e of Ged lieth waſt, and every 
man labours to builds on houle ? 

Why is it that men complain of taxes and want of trading, 
but no man complaints that the Houſe of God is negle&ted 
the pure —— we go. and the godly Miniſtry under. 
valued? Is it not becauſe all men ſeek their own, and not the 
things of Jeſus Chritd? | ' 

What is che reaſon that the truth of Chriſt are trampled 
under feet. and men are ſuffered to deny the Divinity of Chriſt 
and of the Scriptures, and no man ſaith, why do you ſo? But 
let a man but ſpeak a word againſt the lawes of men, he ſhall 
be ſeverely puniſhed : Is not this, becauſe all men ſeek their 
own; and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt > - 

W at is the reafon'that ſu few Gentlemen, Citizensr,and Mts» 
niſhers; appears for the rhings of Chriſt 2. chat ſo many ſilence 
themſclves, and ſuffer Religion to be almoſt loſt. and yet dare 
not-appeare for itꝰ Why is it that our Lectures are ſo little 
frequented in moſt places / that many think nothing too much 
es give to their dition, but any thing too much for their Mi- 
wWifterzthara Matter will be very exact to ſeꝭ his ſervant do his 
buſineſs upon the week daies, but indulge him to do what he 
will upon the Lords day? is it not becauſe all men ſeek their 
own and not the things of FeſusChrift >- ©: — 
What is the resſonꝰ that the things of the Church drive 
erfolowly, "like che ER yprinviCharzers, hen the 'wheelts 
SALT (I were 
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were taken off > hat is the reaſon that there is ſo much op- 
preſſion and injuſtice in places of judicature? So much cou- 
ſenage and falſe dealing in our commerce one with another, 
in a word, what is the cauſe of all our miſeries both in Church 
and State? le it not becauſe all men ſeek their own, and not 
the thin s of Jeſus Chriſt > thus you have the. greatneſſe and 
the miſcbi-vouſneſſe of this ſinfull ſelfe-ſeeking. So much 
for the Explication of the Doctrine, j come now to the Appli- 
cation. 

Ii this be ſo, that amongſt the multitude of Chriſtians that 
proleſſe love to Chriſt and his cauſe, there are many, yea 
very many, that eek their owne, and not the things of Chriſt, 
Let us then i beſeech vou}bebold as in a g/afe, the ſinſulueſſi 
and miſerableneſſe of the times wherein we live, for if the A- 

oftie complaines of his times, which were the firſt and the 
| times, the go den Age, the Primitive, Apoſtolical, Virgin- 
Church, when the Saints of God met together in one place, wb 
one accord, much more may we of our times, which are the 
laſt and wor, the iron age, wh-rein the Church of Chriſt is 
wofully divided, and wonderfully Apoſtatized : How juſtly 
(i ſay) may we take up this ſad complaint againſt our times: 
All men ſeth, thi owne, not the things ef Feſwa Chriſt ? 
And yet I dare not fay, all men colleft;vely, I believe there 
are a few names even in England, which have not defiled their 
arments, and have not bowed their knees to Ba“, ſome 
Magiſtrates, ſome Gentlemen, ſome Miniſters and Citizens 
yet remaining, who ſeek the things of 7e/«s Chriſt more than 
their one, yea, with the neglect and loſſe of their owne, 
who ſeek the proſperity and welfare of Sion, more than their 
own. Some Ezrg's, Nebemiah's, and Daniel's. that lay to 
heart the deſolations of the Church, and with Old Ely are 
more troubled about the e-Lrke of God, than th ir e pri- 
vate relations: But theſe are a very tew in compariſon. it is 
certaine, that moſt of all ſorts. are guilty of this ſinfull ſelſe. 
ſeeking, moſt Magiſtrates, molt Gentlemen, Mimfers and 
Citizens. Now theuſet us examine our ſelves, whether we 
be not amongſt the number of thus multitude. To quicken you 
to this.coulider, | 
D 3 I; That: 
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1. That this ſinne is both a New and an Old Teſtament 
ſinne. Ir reigned not onely in Pauls time, but in Debora's, 
and Baraks, who tell us that for the diviſions of Reuben, there 
were great ſearchings of heart, becauſe he abode among the 
urs any and cared not what b:came of the ¶ hurch of Cod, 
Ju 5.15, 16. 

* It is a commen and ordinary ſinne, few are free 
from it. 


A is a great and crying abomination, as you have 
icard. 

4. Itis a great and hidden iniquity, an inward, inviſible, 
and ſpiritual ſinne, that conlumes England as a math, not as a 
Lion: It is threatned, Hoſ.5. 12. 14. That: God would be to 
Ephraim Moth, and as a Lion, Murder, Adultery, Sedowy, 
juſtice, &c. devoures England as a Lion, but ſelfe-love and 
ſelfe-ſeeking deſtroies it as a Moth ſecretly, and yet certainly : 
Let us therefore be very ſerious in the worke of ſelte- 
trying, 

There are three ſorts of men whom J indict as guilty of this 
ſinfull and curſed ſelfe · ſeeking. 


I. Such as ſeek their owne thing 1, and not at all the things 
of Chriſt. | 

2. Such as ſeek their own thing! before, and more than 
the things of Ch-iſt. 

3. Such as pretend to ſeek the things of Chriſt, but ſeek, 
their owne things, under the colour of ſet bing the things 
of Chriſt. 

1. Such as /ech their owne credit, profit, preferment, eaſe and 
ſafety, and not at all the things of Chriſt : It is reported of 
Agrippina, the Mother of Ner-, who being told, that if ever 
her Son came to be Emperor, he would put her to death ; ſhe 
anſwered , / cream ego mode ille imperet. Let me periſb ſo be 
may be Emperony. here are many ſuch, who ſay in their 
hearts, Perat religio modo ego imperem; So I may get an eſtate 
and grow great in the world, no matter what becomes 0 
Rehgion and Reformation. | 

Quelt. Are there any Chriſtians of this minde ? '/ 1 

Anw. There are many who are calcd Chriſtians — 
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of this mixde, who have the name and but the name of Chri- 
ſtians, and carry this name as Uriah did his Letters to ul, 
Nes ad ſalutem, ſed ad runam, not for Salvation, but Dans- 
nation, vou ſhall know them by this Character. 

Let ſuch men as theſe have their trading as formerly, enj 
outward proſperity, and be freed from taxes, they will thinke 
themſelves ſufficiently happy. It is all one to them whether 
all Religions be tolerated, or none at all. Theſe men fay with 
Tiberi the Emperour, Diu Deorum cura ſunto. Let God take 
care of Religion, all our care i for our outward eſtate ; theſe are 
they that make their Money their God, who winde earthly 
things, whoſe end is damnation, of whom I may ſay as Chriſt 
of Jada, better they had never been borne. 

2.Such as ſeek their ownthings before, and more than the things 
of — who ſeek their own intereſt, more cordially, more in- 
du rioully, and more vigorouſly, than the intereſt of Reli- 


gion. Thus did the Gaderens (as you have heard) thus doe 


moſt Chriſtians. 2 

Queſt. How ſhall I know whether I preferre in my judgement, 
affettions, or converſation, my owne outward intereſt, before the 
dautereſt of Chrift ani the Goipel ? 

Anſw 1. If the ſeeking of thine own things take up the firſt; 
beſt, and moſt of thy time. If thy marrow and ſtrength of thy 
Soule, goe out after them, if thou makeſt them thy eyes, 
thy Primam querite, and wnwm nectſſarium, and the things of 
Chrift, thy vdęeęyor, and idle houre. If the gem ae ine 
own, make thee neglect the things of Chriſt, or ſeek after 
them negligently, this a ſigne that thou doſt over · value and 
over · affect thine owne things, and under value, and diſ- affect 
the things of Chriſt. | 

2. If thou mourneſt more for perſonal! miſeries, than for 
the deſolations of Sion, it is a ſigne thou mindeſt - thine one 


things more than the things of Chriſt, this is a frame of ſpirir, 


quite oppoſite to true Saintſhip. Ezra, Nehemiah, David, 


Daniel and Jeremiah,were more afflicted with the miferies of 


the Church then their owne. 
3. If the ſeeking of thine own things take away thy) courage 
for { briſt and his caxſe, and make thee come to Chriſt 


night,;, 


— 


— 


— 
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nigbt. as Nic bodemus did, and the more thou baſt of the world, 
the leſſe thou appeareſt for Chriſt and his Goſpel; the more 
henours, the more fearfull : It the preſerving of thine .owne 
things make thee betray the things of Chriſt by ſnfull filence, 
or baſe cowardiſe, this is a fign thou preferreſt thine own inte- 
reſt before the intereſt of Chriſt. 
4. If the ſeeking of thine own things make thee ſeek to find 
out excuſes, and vaine pretences, to hinder thee from appea- 
ring for Chriſt, this is a ſign, 8&c, I read Zuke 14 18. when 
the Servant was ſent to fetch the Gueſts to the great Supper 
of the Goſpel, they all with one conſent, began to make excuſe, 
dec. The times wherein we live, are very finfull and perillous : 
the Truths and Miniſtry of Chriſt are trampled under feet, 
Religion and Reformation neglected. Now God by us his 
Ambaſſadors,calls upon you to appear for his Truths, and for 
his Goſpel- miniftrie, and Goſpel-ordinances, Meth nks I heat 
the Nobleman ſay, I have « great eſtate te loſe, pray have me 
excuſed : I heare the rich Citizen ſay, Il be utterly wndone 
in my trading, pray have me excuſed : I heare the voluptuous 
Epicure ſay, / have married a wife, pray have me excuſed. 
Take it for a certain rule, I/ the ſeeking 7 theſe aut ward things 
puts thee upon excuſes, thou ſeek;ſt them finfully : For if you 
look into the text forementioned, you will finde that the ex- 
cuſes there made were 
1. Lying and falſe, they ſay they cannot come. where. 
as the truth was, they would not-come, non poſſe preten- 
ditur, nolle in c1uſa eſt. 

2. Pore and frivelow ; What is a Farm in compariſon 
of Heaven ? marrying a Wife in compariſon of being 
married to Jeſus Chriſt ? 

3. Vain and unprofitable + For notwithſtanding the ex- 
cuſes they made, it is ſaid, verſe 24. That zone of theſe 
men which were hidden ſhall taſt of my (upper. 

4. Unreaſonable and unconſcionable. For they made thoſe 
things laqueos Diaboli, ſnares and impediments to 
hinder them from Chriſt, which would have been 
vincula obedientia, motives and incouragements to 
bring them to Chriſt, 

5. Laſtly, 


2 
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5. Laſtly, If when thine owne things andthe things of Chriſt 
come in competition, and thou muſt either part with the one or 
the other, if thou chooſeſt as Spyra did, and as the young man 
in the Co'pel did, rather to part with Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
than with thy profit and preferment, this is a ſure note that 
thou ſeekeſt thine own things, before and more than the things 
of Chriſt. I read of Tiberins Emperour of Rome, that he ſent 
to the Senate to receive Chriſt into the number of their Gods, 
but they refuſed to doe it upon this account, becauſe if they 
received him, they muſt reje& all their other Gods; and there- 
fore cho'e rather to renounce Jeſus Chriſt , than to receive 
him, and part with the reſt of their feigned Deities. If thou re- 
nounceſt and rejecteſt the Lord Chriſt and his Truths, rather 
than thou wilt loſe thy creature-enjoyments, thou art a ſinful 
ſelf. ſeeker of the higheſt forme. 

But now on the contrary, If thou purſueſt after the things 
of Chriſt in the fir ſtand chiefe place; If thou mourneſt more 
for Church deſolations than perſonall miſeries , If the more 
wealth thou haſt, the more conragiows thou art for God, and 
art glad, that thou haſt an Eftate to loſe for Chriſts cauſe ; 
If the ſeeking of thine owne things doe not put thee upon ly- 
ing, vaine, frivolous, and unconſcionable excuſes ; If thou art 
like unto Hormiſdas, a Nobleman of Perſia, who was depoſed 
from all bis Honours becauſe he would not deny his Religion, 


, and afterwards reſtored again, and a little after ſolicited again 
to deny Chriſt and his cruths, but he rent his putple robe, 
and laid all his honours at the foot of the Emperour, and ſaid, 
Si propter iſta me dene gaturum ¶ hriſtum putas, ea denyo accipe. - 


If you thinks to — me to deny Chriſt for the re obtaining of 
— honours, take them a/l back againe: If this be the frame 
of thy heart, it is a certaine token that thou prizeſt, loveſt and 


ſeekeſt the things of Chriſt before, and more then thine owne - 


things. 
3. The third fort of thoſe who are guilty ofthis ſinſull ſelſe 


ſeeking are ſuch who pretend. to ſeek, the things of Chriſt, but © 
feel their owne thin ga, under colour of ſeeking the things of Cleif ; 

who hold forth the — — eligion 
20 U faltig borſe, to catch men by, as 4 blymdsto deceive he 
. world, 
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Titus 1. 11. 
Rom. 16.18. 


4 Det. 2. 1. 


x Tim. 6. 5. 


Mat, 7.15, 


world; but aime & nothing leſſe then Religion, but either 
with Demetrius at their owne gaine, or with Zeb» at the ob. 
taining of a — — with Balaam at the wages of ini- 
quity. This ſinne of fe ſeeking is ſo odious to God 


and Man, that it never appeares upon the ſtage in its owne 


likeneſſe , but alwaies covered over with Samuels mantle : 
There is no ſinne hath more regp4ou; and Brnantuudle, Fig- 
leaves and religious cloaks to cover it, then this ſinae. By this 
meanes the Pope of Rome hath purchaſed his triple Crowne , 
It is ſaid Rev. 13. 11. that Antichriſt ſhowld have two bornes 
like a Lambe, bat yet act like 4 Dragon, ſignifying unto us, 
that eAntichriſt ſhould under colour of Religion, act all his 
villanies, and blowdy Mafſacres, and by this means deceive all 
the world. Therefore Antichriſtiani/me is called a Myſterie of 
iniquity, that is, * covered over with faire ſhewes and 
pretences of godlineſſe; What Murders, what Treaſons hath 
not the Pope committed under the colour of defending the 
Catholique Religion? under pretence of being Peter, ſuc- 
ceſſor, and of having Feters keyes, and chaire? Witneſſe 
the holy league (as it was called) in France; witneſſe the 
Gunpowder treaſon amongſt us, undertaken under ſhew of 
Religion, for the defence of the Catholique cauſe. 

What I affirme of Papiſts and Jeſuites, the like I ſay of all 
the Errors and Hereſies that have been broached in the Chri- 
ſtian world; The Apoſtle tells us, that the firſt Authors of 
Hereſies and Schiſmes were great ſelfe ſeekers. Men greedy 
of filthy lacre, who ſerved not the Lord peſus, but their owne 

lies, who made merchandiſe of the - Sowles of people, maki 
gaine their godlineſſe, not godlineſſe their gaine, But thou 
they were ſuch, yet they did not appeare to be ſuch, but 
ſeemed to be very holy and ſelfe-denying : Therefore Chriſt 
calls them,. ves in ſheeps claat hing, ravening Wolves inward- 
H, though innocent Sheep outwardly. They boried over the 
poiſon of their Doctrine, with geod words, and faire ſpeeches,to 
deceive the hearts of the ſim 
Pelagius (one of the greateſt enemies to the Doctrine of 
Grace that ever the Church had) who made fuch a ſhew of 


godlineſſe, that when Hierome firſt wrote againſt his ä 


„Rem. 10. 18. Sucii a one was 


ſelfe fiel 
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he was forced to conceale dis name, left by appearing to 
write on purpoſe againſt him, bis book ſhould have been 
— by the people, who did fo highly magnifie 

im. 

Let me adde, This is a finoe which nat onely Fapiſt and 
Peſmits, Schiſmanrick; and Heretich, but moſt Chriſtians in the 
world are tainted withall. it is a moſt true ſaying, Pauci 
amant leſwm propter ſeſum, there are few, and but very few, 
who leve Chriſt for Chriſt: ſake : Moſt people follow Chrift 
for the loaves, and make »/e of Chriſt to ſerve their own ends 
and intereſt. Let a Man be to marry a, and be will in 
words pretend, that it is Religion and God/jneſſe that be moſt 
of all deſires; but if you had a window to look into his heart, 
you will finde that it is Afoney which is bis chieſe aime. But 
among all ſorts of Men, the great Stateſ-men, and deep Pe- 
lititians are moſt eminently guilty of this fin, who uſually 
bring Religion upon the ſtage meerly to uſher in their Politicłk 
— — It is a curſed Maxim in Machiavel, that Kings 

Prince: ud labour after a ſhrew ef Religion, but nat look 
much after the ſubſtance, For the ſubſtance would be a burden, 
but the ſbew of it would be very uſefull for the carrying on of 
their own ends and deſignes. This wicked adviſe and counſell is 
followed by many Kingdoms & Commor wealths at this day: 

there was ſcarce ever any State or { hureh reformer who did 
reforme Religion for Religions ſake, but for his owne ends, ei- 
ther to be revenged of his enemies, or to gaine Church-reve- 
nues, or to be a coy-Duck, to draw a party to ſide with him. 
RRR — | 

It pleaſed God ſo to order affaires, in Heury the Eights 
time, that the Popes ſupremacy was aboliſhed in England: 
But what was the principle that moved the King to doe 
this? was it out of love to the true Religion? or was it not 
rather that thereby he might be revenged of the Pope, who 
would not allow of his Divorce from his firſt Wife ? 

I bave read of Maximilias Emperour of germany, who li- 
ing in Zachers time, profeſſed a great deale of zcale after 
ation; and eſpecially, in plucking down golden ma- 
ges. But the ſtory faith, that it was not ſo much out of 
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hatred to the mages, as out of love to the geld, which made 
him undertake it. 

In the Hiſtory of the Civill Warres in France, I read that 
when the Princes of the blood fell out one with another , one 
party called inthe Preteſtants to their aſſiſtance, not out of 
love to Religion, but that thereby they might gaine a par» 
cy. : 

N That which I ſay of Kingdomes and Common-wealths , the 
like I ſay of Armies; I read of Gel/iabr ſword bid in a cloth be- 
bind the Ephod, 1 Sam. 2. 9. The ſword never appeares to the 
world under blowdy colours, but alwayes cloathed with a linnen 
Ephed, pretending Reformation of abuſes in Church and State. 
But it is worth remembring , that this ſword was the /word of 
Geliah, who was a defier of the 1ſrael of God, anll a great ene. 
my to Religion. The ſumme of all amounts to this, that in all 
ages of the Church, eſpecially in times of Civil Marre, and in 
times of Reformation, there are thouſands that hold forth to 
the world, in their words and Declarations, a ſincere deſire 
to propagate the Goſpel and the Kingdome of Chriſt, and to 
advance the pure Ordinances of Chriſt, yet notwithſtancin 
minde nothing really and inwardly, but their preferment a 
advancement. 

Queſt. But how ſhall I know whether I am but a pretender to 
the things of Ieſus Chriſt ? whether I am one who makes uſe of 
Religion to ſerve mine owne intereſt ? Whether I am like Deme-+ 
trius the Silver- ſmith, who minded his gaine more then his 
Goddeſle ? | 

Anſw. If we would deale faithfully with our owne Soules, 
we could not but eaſily know this. To help you in it, take 
theſe rules : 

1. If thou art as zealous for the advancement of Religion 
and Reformation, when it doth not concerne thy int:reft, as 
when it doth ,, this is a certaine ſigne thou ſeekeſt the things of 
Chriſt in ſincerity : Thus it was with Moſes, in the Rebellion 
of (orah and his company, there was a conjunction of intereſts ; 
the conſpiracy was againſt God and Ao es, but the Idolatry of 
the Golden calfe, was onely againſt the intereſt of ꝙ d, Aoſes 
was not prejudiced by it, and yet he was every way as _— 
or 


” 


+ done it laied them aſide. So thers are. many who A ume 4 
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for the glory of God in the latter, as in the ſormer . But now on 
the contrary, if thou driveſt furiouſly when any gaine is to be 
got by a Reformation, but very beavily and ſlowly, when thy 
intereſt is not at all concerned, this is a ſigne that thou makelt 
uſe of Religion for thine owne ends. Thus it was -with Jeb, 
he had a dowb/e /dolatry to root o t, the Idalatry of Back, and 
of Jeroboams Calves; he deſtroyed the firſt , but continued 
the ſecond, becauſe it was againſt his intereſt to aboliſh ir. 
Thus it is with many Maſters of Families, if their Servants 
play the theeves, they will cry out againſt chem as diſhonou- 
rers of God; but let the ſame Servants prophane the J. 
bath, or abuſe the name of God by vaine Oatb-, they ate 
not troubled at it, becauſe it is not againſt their private 
intereſt, 

2. A pretender to the things of Chriſt, if he undertakes to 
doe ſervice for Church or State, he will doe it by halves, ſo 
far as it makes for his intereſt and no farther. Thus is the rea- 
ſon why the Reformation of Religion in moſt places of the 
Chriſtian world is but a patche Reformation, and as a (ake 
halfe baked, becauſe that States and Kingdomes mould 
the Reformation , not — to the Word of Cd, 
but according to State-intereſt. Thus it was in Henry the 
Eights time, he thruſt out the Popes Supremacy becauſe it 
furthered his — — a ſecond Marriage, but he continued 
much of the Popiſh Religion, and made ſox Articles called 4 
whip, with fix ftrings, which were the death of many godly 
men. £r«/mus hath a notable ſaying of Luther, That he had 
been a good man, bad he not medled too much with the 
Mon belies , and the Popes triple Crowne , the Pope was 
willing to yield to a Reformation of the Church, ſo fir as it 
might conſiſt with the upholding of his triple Crewne, and no 
firther, & c. 

3. A pretender to the things of Chrift when he hath got what 
he aimes at, will /eave Chriſt wholly, and lay aſide all his pre- 
tences. As the Angels who appeared to Abrabam and Los, and 
divers others, aſſamed bodies, not out of love to the bodies they 
aſſumed, but onely to der their errant, and when they had 
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profeſſion of Religion for the purſuing of their ambitious de- 
ſignes, which when they have obtained they lay aſide, as the 
Fiſherman did his Vet, when he was made Pope; when he was 
an Abbet, and then a Biſhop, and then a Cardinal, he would 
have his Net ſpread fora T able-cloarh, to put him in minde 
of his meane and poor originall ; But when he came to be 
Pope, he then commanded his Servants to lay aſide his Wer, 
for now he had caught what he had been fo long Fiſhing for, 

4. He that ſeeks bis owne things, under pretence of ſeeking 
the things of Chriſt, will walke contrary to his Proteſt ations, 
Declarations, Vowes and Covenants, even then, when he 
ſeems outwardly to be moſt folemne and ſerious in maki 
of them. Thus did Balaam, he proteſteth, that if he had an 
bouſe full of Gold given bim, he could not doe any thing con- 
trary to the will of God, and yet at the ſame time, he goeth 
with the Meſſengers ſent by Balac. Are there not many a- 
mongſt us, who when they Covenanted with hand: lifted up to 
Heaven, to endeavour the extirpation of error and Hereſfie, and 
whatſoever was contrary to ſound Doctrins, did even at the ve- 
ry ſame time, ſecretly foment and countenance the things they 
Covenanted againſt ? 


5. Laſtly, He that pretends to the things of Chriſt, and j»- | 


tends his own, cares not b&y what wajes and meanes he com- 
paſſeth his ends, nor by what kind of perſons; whether the 
wayes be lamfull or wnlawfull;the perſon; good or bad, it is all 
one to him ſo he may obtaine his ambitions intendments, which 
is a certaine ſigne of a notorious hypocrite. For he that truly 
and finterily indeavours to promote the Glory and Honour of 
Chriſt, will never goe ont of Chriſts way to obtaine his de- 
fires. For Chriſt will be more diſbexowred by his fin,than ho- 
noured by his-indeavours, though never fo laborious and 
ſincere. 

Let us I beſeech you examine our ſelves, according to theſe 
ſeveral] notes and markes, whether we be puilty of this fin- 
full curſed and Deviliſh ſelfe-ſerking. And know, that if this 
finne rule and raigne in us, it makes us acceſſary to a faxre- 
feuld murder; It makes us ſelfe- murderers, Church and State» 
murderers, and Chriſt- murderers. It brings us under a — 

op 


Tulfe ſucking, AnornwiXed. = 


Goffel curſe, ſor if any man love not the Lord wi briſt, let bim 
Sd. 7 Anathema — Ide Lord give 
us hearts ſeriouſly to weigh theſe things. | 

The ſecond Uſe is, an uſe of Exhortation, which is two- 


fold: | | 
1. To beſeech all here preſent, whether Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters or private Citizens, to take heed of this ſinfull 
ſelfe-ſeeking , and ſixe headed Monſter , of ſeeking 
our owne - gaine and credit ſeperatedly from the things 
of Chriſt, or before, or more then the things af Chriſt, of ſeck- 
ing our owne things under pretence of ſeeking the things of 
Chriſt, or when they ſtand in oppoſition to, or competition with 
the things of Chriſt, of ſeeking the good of our wile bodies, 
with the neglect of our pretious and immortall Souler. As 
Chriſt ſaith of Covetouſneſſe, ſo 1 of this ſinne, Take heed 
and beware 7 full ſelfe ſeeking, conſider the exceeding great · 
veſſe of this ſinne, and the vf and miſolne vous fruits and 
effefts of it. This is the plague. ſour of Church and State; The 
reat Caterpillar that di vours all the green things of the land, 
bis hath — — our Parliaments , our Miniſtery, our 
Gentry : This is that which «bſirwfeth that glorious reforma- 
tiow ſo long expected and defired, &c. This is not ſelfe-ſceking 


but 3 and l : he that Jer to give 
[atisfattion to his corrupt ſelſe, is juſt like a AA who gives 
2 —— Feaver, which is not to 
love him, but to ł i h He that ſeeks to pleaſe his ſinfall ſelfe, 
ſeeks to ſtrengthen his diſeaſe, to mainteive that within him, 
which God hateth, and to nowriſs that which will bis 
Soule. He that ſeeks the welfare of his hay, and neglects the 
welfare of bis ſaule, deſtroyes (as L have ſaid) both ro 
ſoul. This is juſt as if a Hurbandwen in time of Harveſt , 
gather in his fab ble, & leave his corne to be devoured by hogge.. 
Juft like a Father who takes care to feed & cloath bis childonn, 
— — — he that ſeeks 

is owne ca „his owne gaine and credit, his owne 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and — and ſlighteth the 
things of Chrift, this Man is che ſelfe-hutey, and ſelfe- 
d:ftrojer; For be tu ſechs nit thi intereſt of Chriſt, hall never 
have any intereſt in Chrife. To 


o 
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2. To beſeech you to labour for the divine, heavenly , and 
bleſſed ſelf-ſceking mentioned in the beginning of the Ser- 
mon: Phyſitians when they fee men bleed imm tely at the 
noſe, will let them bloud in another veine, that ſo they tnay 
make a diverſion, and thereby ſtop the bleeding. Oh chat 
God would uſe me this day, as his inftrument , to make a moſt 
glorious and moſt happy diverſion, and to turn you all from 
ſelf ſeekers , into Chriſt. ſeekers | Oh that I could prevaile 
with you, to ſeek the things of Jeſus- Chriſt before, and more 
then your own things | Oh how happy would Loxdox be, if it 
could be ſaid of it; Al thy Adagiſftratesr, Miniſters, and pri- 
vate people, ſerk the things of Chriſt more vigorouſly and cordi- 
aly then they dee their own things. 

To move you to this, conſider, 

1. What theſe your own things are which you ſo immode- 
rately and inordinately ſeek after ? 

1. They are not your owne in a proper ſence, as you 
have heard. 

2. They are not Worth owning, they are vain and empty, 
empty of reality, and Soul-ſats'attion,they are vaniſo- 
in! & periſhing, like houſes made of Snow or waxe, and 
not only fo, but they are alſo ve and tormenting, 
according to what is ſaid by one that had full and 

» ample experience of them, Feeleſc2; 2,7% 26. 

2. Conſider the excellency of the things of Feſms C hriſt which 
you ſo much neglett & under value. he i wth of Chriſt, the Or- 
dinances, Day, Miniſtry andGovernment of Chriſt the Preſerva- 
on, Propagation , and Reformation of Religion I heſe are Glo- 
rious and Excellent things in their own Nature, and ſo far 
exceeding your own things which you ſo greedily labour after; 
that they are not wo:thy' to be named that day in which'we 
ſpeak of the things of Chriſt. I want time to ſet out the tranſ- 
cendent Glory and-Excellency of Goſpel concernments, and 
the vanity , emptineſſe, and nothingneſſe of all our own 
Earthly enjoyments. Onely let me deſire you to take no- 


1. That Jeſus C brift ſought not his owne things, he leſt 


- Heaven for us, and ſball not we negleft Earth for him 


2. F 
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. For what poor trifles you deſpiſe the glorious things 


3. If you ſeek not after the things oi Chriſt more then 
your owne, you are in a curſed condition, and bet- 


4. The things of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall proſper, though you 
ſeek not the proſperity of them. 
ſaid to Eſter in another caſe, I crave leave to ſay to 
you, Enlargement and deliverance ſhall ariſe to the 
people of God from another place, but them and thy 
Fathers bowſe ſhall be "deſtroyed. There will a time 
come when the Monzraine of the Lords houſe ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed in the top of the Mauntaines, and ſoull be 
exalted above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall flow to 
it; when the Kingdomes of this world ſball become the 
Kingdomes of our Lord and his ¶ hriſt, when the little 
ſtone cuts out of the Mountaine without hand:, ſhall 
deſtroy all oppoſite Kingdomes , and become a great 
Mountaine and fill the Whole earth, when every N ati- 
on and K ingdome that will not ſerve the Lord eſis, 
ſhall periſh, and be utterly waſted. For neglecting to 
ſer up this Kingdome of Chriſt, God hath deftroyed 


3. Laſtly, Conſider : That man ſeeks bimſelfe moſt, who 
moſt ſeeketh the things 7 Chriſt. He that is the greateſt Chri- 
elfe ſeeker, For God hath ſaid, Seek 

gdome of God, and bis vi r, and-all 
When Solomon begged 
od gave him wealth and riches as an overplus. If 
we ſeek the things of Chriſt, in the fi and chiefe place, God 


ſeeker, is the greateſt 
ye firſt the Kin 


theſe thi 
wiſdome 


of the Goſpel. 


ter you had never been borne. 
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many Nations and Kingdomes, and ſo he will us, if 


we follow their examples ; If we preferre the building 
ore the bailing of Gods bouſe, God 
will build np his owne houſe by ither inſtruments, bat 


of our oWne homſes, 


he will deſtroy us and our Howſes. 


15 ſhall be adde 


unto yon. 


will give in our own thing! into the bargaine, even as Paper 


thred is added to a hong commodity. 
F 


Thus 
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Thus I have put an end to the Sermon of ſelfe-ſeeking, Oh 
that I could put an end to the ſinne of ſelfe-ſeeking l Two 
things I dare affirme : 

1, That this fin hath been the Original canſe of all En. 
lands miſeries. 

2 That it will never be well-with E gland, nor ſhall we 
— ſee, better. dayes, till this hne be morts- 
I to Chriſt, and labour by Faith, to fetch power 
from his Death, to crucifie and mortifie this ſinne; Let it be 
our daily prayer, that England may have more Chriſt-ſechers, 
aud fewer ſelfe-ſerkers ,, or which is all one, That God would 
make 1 all true ſelfeſetkers , by making me u, Christ 

ſeekers. 
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